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Public Health Department, 
Town Hall, 
BRIERFIELD. 
Lancashire. 


June, 1959. 


TO:— The Chairman and Members of the Brierfield 
Urban District Council. 


Lady and Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the Ministry of Health Circular 
No. 1/58, an Interim Report on the lines of the previous 
Reports is presented for this year. It includes only 
essential or urgent matters which have affected Public 
Health during the year. All records and statistics are 
being preserved so that the annual records may, so far ag 
practicable, be continuous and complete, 

I have pleasure, therefore, in submitting for your 
consideration, the following interim report on the Health, 
Sanitary Conditions and Public Health Administration in the 
Urban District of Brierfield for the year ended 31st 
December, 1958. 


I am, Lady and Gentlemen, 


Your obedient servant, 


sie eR peaage 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS. 


oe 


The number of inhabited hcuses at the end of 1958 


according to the Rate Lock was 2,575, the ratcable value being 


£65,834 and the sum represented by a penny rate is £274. 0. O. 


The social conditions were generally quite good. 
chief industry is cotton weaving, with a small amount of 
spinning and dyeing. 

7 VITAL STATISTICS. 
POPULATION. The populaticn as estimated by the Registrar 


General for mid 1958 is 6,790. 


The 


BIRTHS. 96 Live LDirths belonging to the District occurred 


during 1958, as follows :- 


Males Females Total 
Live Births (Legitimate) 49 46 95 


(Illegitimate) te 7 


—— a ee ee 


Ag 47 96 


Still Births (Legitimate) - 2 
(Illegitimate) 
Stillbirth Rate per 1,000 live ane still births 


WIL 


Total Liverand Still Births 96 


Comparative particulars with regard to live births over 


the last five years are siven in the following tables:- 


1958 1957 1956 1955 1954 


Total Live Lirths 96 107 79 99 
Crude lsirth Rate per 


87 


1000 estimated popln. cA eee) Leh et 1468) 2e66 


Adjusted Rate tee 5 ie se L40y 16.0 


Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births 


INFANTILE (a) All infants per 1000 live births 
af m 
MORTALITY (b) Legitimate infants per 1000 lcgitimate 
live births 
(eo) Illegitimate infants per 1000 illegitimate 
Lirths 
Ree (a) Deaths of infants under 4 weeks of age 
MORTALITY. (b) Mortality Rate per 1000 live births 
Comparative particulars with regard to infant 


1.04 
NIL. 


NIL. 


NIL. 
NiL. 
NIL. 


mortality over the last five years are given in the 


following tables := 
1957. 1956. 1955. 1954. 1953. 
ar ee: lo eo XO 
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MATERNAL (a) 
MORTALITY. 


(b) 


DEATHS. 81 


CAUSE OF 


Tuberculosis, Respiratory 
Other infective & parasitic 


diseases. 


Malignant neoplasm, Stomach 
Malignant neoplasm, Lung and 


Sronchus. 


Malignant neoplasm, reast. 
Other malignant & lymphatic 


necplasms. 


Vascular lesicns of nervous 


system 


Coronary Disease ~ Ansina 


Hypertension 


Other Heart Disease 
Other circulatory discases 


Pneumonia 
rronchitis 


Other diseases of respiratory 


system. 


Ulcer of Stomach & Ducdenum 

Nephritis and Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia of Prostate 

Other defined and ill- 
Cefined causes 

All other accidenis 


Suicide 


on 5 ~ 
Deaths from Pregnancy, Childbirth 


and Abortion Nil. 
Mortality Rate per 1000 total live 
and still births. Nau. 


Deaths belonging to the District occurred 
during 1958 as follows :- 


Deaths within the Urban Males. Females. Total 


District 37 23 60 
Deaths outside the Urban 
District in Hospitals, 
institutions etc. 13 8 eal 
50 aL 81 


Comparative particulars with regard tc deaths over 

the last five years are given in the following tables. 
1958 1957 £956 1055 Ly 54 

Total Deaths 81 93 112 212 uigye 

Crude Death rate 

per 1000 estmd. 

population. Aig Lay LG a 26.4 in6 

Adjusted Rate ve 1355 Le f 14.6 

The following, table gives the ages at which deaths 

occurred, also the causes of all deaths belonging 

to Brierfield during 1958. 
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PUBERCULOSIS 


eee ne 


AGE PERIOD. NEW CASES DEATHS. 
Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary. Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary. 
M. F, M. P. M. Fe ile Fy 
Bl) ee 2 ~ ~ ~ _ _ = - ~ 
owe § ~ ~ ~ - - - - - 
5 - 10 = - = = = = = = 
lo - 15 ~ ~ ui - - ~ _ - 
15 = 25 - 2 ~ - ~ - - - 
a= 3D ei. 2 * a dais i = 
35 = 45 es ; - meu abe r ji 
45 = 55 oe ; Cnive? = = 
Bp + 65 1 1 = 7 ara : : 
Over 65 = 1 = = os = = = 
ER Oe oN Sa 
is 1 Nail Nil. 


CASES ON THE REGISTER AT THE 3lst DECEISER, 1958 


On the Register at the end of December, 1°58, there were 
45 cases of Tuberculosis (38 Pulmonery and 7 Non=Pulmonary) 


as follows :- 
Be eos) oo” Abe bat res 
eg eo OO bb. TOT AN 


Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis -—~ LO 5 8 8 5 2 38 
Non-Pulmonary, 
Cervical Glands E es = 2 - ~ ~ 4 
Testis ul - _ - ~ - - i 
Abdomen i _ _ - ~ ~ - 1 
Hip _ ~ _ nl - ~ 1 
ame Fe) re ee) 8 5 2. A5 


Ag all these cases are dealt with by the County 
Tuberculosis Officer, we have no direct information sbout the 
number of cases receiving allowances. 


VENEREAL DISEASE. 


The nearest Clinic is at Burmley and any cases discovered 
are advised to attend this Clinic. 


ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN. 


There are no special workers in this area, but the Burnlcy 
end District House of Help does good work in thie direction, 


LASORATORY WORK. 


This work is carried cut at the Pathologicel Laboratory, Salus 
Strect, Burnley, as and when necesenry. 
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The Lancashire County Council provides and maintains the 
fellowing :— 


AMLULANCE SERVICE. The Urban District is serviced by Ambulances 
From the Divisional Ambulance Station at Reedley and both 
ambulances and sitting case cars are available. 


CHILD WELFARE SERVICE. The Infant Welfare Centre for the Urban 
ee. is held weekly uncer the supervision of Nurse 3ush, 

Se ReNe, oCe Me, HeVe 

MIDWIFERY SERVICE. There is one District ilicdwife assigned to 
Brierfield who resides within the District. 


SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS. 


Per 100C Estimated Fopulation. 


Crude Live Crude Death 

Eirth Rate. Rate. 
Mean of 5 years 1953 - 1957 pate) - 14.9 
Year 1957 15,8 Le f 
Yesr 1958 bag. 11.9 
Increase or decrease in 1958 
on 5 years average 1953 - 57 tOed = 5.0 
Previous Year ogee | = dio 


MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE. DEATH RATE. 
per LOCO Per 1cco of intents 
Live births Live and under 1 Yr 


Stillbirths. per 10CO 


Live Lirths 


Mean of 5 years 1953 - 1957 Leo Ruse) 3022 
Year 1957 9.3 9.1 EV Gre 
Year 1958 Nil Mil Nail 
Increase or decreace in 1958 

on 5 years average 1953 - 57 ete, 1.5 — 30.2 
Previous Year as = Det — 3/7.C 


NOTIFIADLE DISEASE (OTHER THAN TUBERCULOSIS) 
DURING THE YEAR. 


DISEASE r| 1-; 3-15-! 1l0o- 15~| 25-| Cver|Total | Deaths 
| Ge 5 jlol15 425 |. 65 aed cases | in Hogp. 
rem'd |of pere 
to Hos; belonging 
pater | £228 Dadets. 
Measles oe 
Ac. Prin. H 
Pneumonia - ~- 
Scarlet 
Fever - ~ 
Food | 
Poisoning oa | “is 
eee PLE eee ee aL ee: Ce ee ee Renee eee 
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SANITARY _ ADMINISTRATION. 
BRIERFIELD URDAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


PUBLIC HEALTH, CLEANSING AND SEWAGE COMMITTEE:- Chairman, 
Gouncillor Birtwhistle, Vice-Chairman, Councillor Clegé, 
Councillors Atkingon, Dirtwell, Clerk, Greenwood, Kinder, Lindow, 
Rawlinson, Taylor, Twist and Woodcock. 


PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS. 


Medical Officer of Health. Dr. Arthur sarlow. 
Qualifications :- Mebe, Chel. 
Fart time, Practitioner and 
Treasury Medical Officer. 


Public Health Inspector. Emmest Wrigley, €.SeIob.,MArHele 
ue Me ite Ale ID Apel A lale 
Qualificaticns :- Gertificate of the R.S.H. and 


Se enbiow!) adi Certificate le Sele caalt @ 
Inspectors of Meat and Cther Foodse 
Certificate of the Royal Institute cf 
Fublic Health and Hygiene. 

Duties :- All normal Puolic Health Inspector's 
cuties and Cleansing Superintendent. 


WATER SUPPLIES. Srierfield is supplied with a constant supply of 
" water from the mains of Nelson Corporation and 

there were no new sources of supply curing the 
year. The water is of good quality and in good 
supply. Apart from a few houses in the Marsden 
Heights area where the supply is intermittent 
and. a few hcuses in various streets where, 
probably the joint service pipes ere too small, 
All dwellinghouses within the District, except 
one, are supplied direct from public mains. The 
one exception which is supplied by spring water, 
is an isolated farm dwelling situated a 
Considerable distance from the nearest public mein, 
Durin;; the year the Nelson Water Dept., did a 
considerable amount of work in the re-gservicing 
of terraced property where the existing main was 
inadequate, 52 premises being re~serviced from 
new mains. 


Supplies to Houses. The number of houses supplicd direct from 
public mains is 2,574. There were no extensions 
to the water mains during the year. 


WATER SAMPLING. 


Fuolic Mains. Number of Lacteriological examinations 6 
Results:- All @in satisfactory. 
Private Supply. Number cf bacteriological examinations 6 


ResultsL~ These samples were all satisfactory 
but contained small DT. Coli counts. 


SEWAGE DISPCSAL.The sewage is carried by gravity feed to the 
Disposal Works at the lowest part of the District. 
Treatment is by means of screens, Cetritus tanks, 
sedimentation tanks, rotsry filters end humus 
tanks. The effluent from the works is discharged 
intc Pencle Water. 
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CLOSET ACCOMMODATION. 

Number of Privy Midcens. Nil. 

Number of Pail Closets. There sre six only at isolated dwellings 

—— . and these are emptied weekly by Council 
omployecs. 

Number of Fresh Water Closets. 1557 

Number of Waste Water Closets. 1,249 


Conversions during the Year. 


Number of Pail Closets to fresh water closets. Naa, 
No. of waste water closets to fresh water closcts 
Number of houses on the water carriage system. erp, 


CHIEF SANITARY REQUIREMENT OF THE DISTRICT. The conversion of 
— een all waste water clogcts. 


FULLIC CLEANSING. ote is carried out by direct labour with a 

i hree ton "Thames" Refuse Vehicle. Domestic 
frtvde and refuse from shops, Tactcries ClCe, 
ls collected weekly free of charge and 
disposed of by controlled tipping on the 
Council's tip. 


Number of Moveable Ashbins. 2,846. 


SALVAGE. The collection of salvage has been maintained and the 
following amounts of materials were salvaged during 


the year. 
Weights Materials. Amount realised. 
T Ce qe ie Se de 
oo... 03 3, Waste Paper. EC Oia: alll ie 
2 O. -. Rags and String. Boa? Oe. ee 
Bos 15. 0. Scrap Metal. Oi ae Os 
149. LA. e) ° cA He 6 tied a LO e 


For aomparison purposes the statistics relating to the 
last five years are as follows :+ 


Year Weight of Salvage. Total Revenue. 
14 C. Qe cae Se Ce 
1953 at igs ee 3 (SS ally 6 eas 
1954 dS 2 di 926-6 oe ae 
1955 152. 9. cr DCT a. i Ou Bs 
1956 142% ae ae IGOL, MG, Be 
1957 i rm Ls OF BRR EC hy gems OL ge es 


SANITARY INSFECTIONS DURING 1958 (including Housing) 


Number of Complaints received, 120 
Number of premises visited. 1696 
Number of visits made. EM Wi 
Number of defects or nuisances Giscovered. 20C 
Number of defects remcdied. eet 


Number of Notices served ee eter ) 
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DISINFESTATION. Three dwellings were treated during the year 
a for Cockcroach infestation. Vermicine Spray 
and DeDele Fowder with Pyrethrins were used, 


CAMPING SITES AND MOVEABLE DWELLINGS. 


There are no caravans or sitcs Licensed uncer 
the Public Health Act, 1936. 


PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951. 
There are no premises in the District which 
require registration under this Act. 


HO; Sf NG. 


CONDITION. The majority of the houses are terraced, stone 

eee 6 ~—CUL IG and from 40 to 70 years old. The later 
types are brick built and mainly semi-detached. 
Most of them are owner/occupier and well 
maintained. There are still vacant houses for sale 
Within the district, the majority of owners being 
reluctant to re-let. 


BACK TO BACK HOUSES. There are 17 such houses, the majority are 
owner/occupier ané are extremoly oll maintained 
and in very good condition. 

NEW BUILDINGS. No new houses were erected by the Local Authority 
Guring 1956. Seven houses were completed during 
the year by private enterprise. 

OVER—CHOWDING. No now cases were reported during the year. 
INSPECTION OF DWELLINGHOUSES DURING THE YEAR. 

(1) (a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected formally 

Of informally for housing defects under the 

Fublic Health or Housing Acts. 10 4 
(b) Number of inspections, formal or informal, made. 269 
pp eomber of houses found not to be in all respects 

Se for human habitation, but capable of being 

rendered fit. fige 


CLEARANCE AREAS. Housing Act, 1957. 


Number of dwellinghouses cemolished during year Nid 

Number of persons displaced. Nil 
Houses not included in Clearence Areas, Housing Act, 1957. 
(1) (a) Demolished as 2 result of formal or informal 

procedure. (Section 17) Nil 

(b) Closed in pursuance of an undertaking siven by 

owners and still in force. (Section 16) Nid 
(a) Number of persons displaced Nil 
(23%) Parts of buildings closed (Section 18) a 


Number of persons displaced. L 
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REPAIRS DURING THE YEAR. 


(a) Unfit houses rendered fit and houses in which defects 
were remedied during the period as a result of 
informal action by the Local Authority under the 
Housing or Public Health Acts. 69 


(bo) Public Health Act - action after service of formal 
notice, houses in which defects were remedied, 
(i) By Owners 2 
(41) By Local Authority in default of owners a 


(c) Housing Act, 1957 - action after service of formal 
notice (Sections 9 and 16) houses made fit, 
(i) By Owners Nil 
(ii) By Local Authority in default of owners Nil 


INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD. 


MILK SUPPLY. 


Number of Distributors registered by the Local Authority 

and operating from:- 
a) Dairies in the District 5 
(b) Premiges outside the District is 
(c) Shops in the District other than Dairies a7 


Number of dealer's licences (including supplementary 
licences) issued by the Locsl Authority during 1958 in 


respect of "Tuberculin Tested Milk" i~ 12 

Number of licences issucd in respect of "Heat Treated 

Milk" ;- Pasteurised 9 
Sterilised 44 


MILK SAMPLING. 


Type of Test. No. of Samples. Results. 
Biological 12 All gatisfactory 
Methylene Blue a2 All satisfactory. 


ICE CREAM SAMPLES. 19 samples of Ice Cream were obtained during 
the year and submitted to the Public Health Laboratory. 

Ali of the 19 samples were satisfactory, 15 being Grade I and 
the remaining 4 were Grade II. 


SLAUGHTERING FACILITIES. There are no public or private 
Slaughterhouses in operation within the District. 


FOOD POISONING. There wag one case of Food Poisoning during 
the year. The patient had been an inmate of a Hospital for 
six weeks when the diagnosis was made and, therefore, no 
investigations were carried out. 


UNSOUND FOOD. The following item of unsound food was condemned 
during 1958 :- 
2 ibe. of Cooked Ham. 
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FOOD PREMISES. Number of Food Premises by type or business 
ra aay i in the District at the end of 1988, 
Type pf Business. Number. Noe of Inspections. 

General Grocers 34 64. 
Greengrocers and Fruiterers 

(including wet fish) 5 Ao 
Butchers and Cooked Meats 1 87 
Bakers and Confectioners a TT 
Fricd Fish Shops 5 10 
Sugar Confectionery, Ice 

Cream etc. is 91 
Licensed Hotels 10 48 
Other licensed premises, 

Canteens, Snack Bars etc. 18 39 
Others 2 


Premises reSistered under Section 16 of the 
Food and Drugs Act, 1955 or under Local Acts. 


Type of Business No. Registered. No. of inspections 
> a of registcred 
premises during 


the years | 
Butchers and Meat Products 55 5C 
Bakers and Confectioners 7 57 
Grocers and Mixed 12 64 
Sweets and Sort Drinks 12 91 


FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948. 


On Register. Insptns,. Written 
Notices. 
(1) Factories in which Section 
1,2,3,4 and 6 are to be 
enforced by Local Authy. 5 3 _ 


(2) Factories not included in 

Siyeam which Sec. 7 is 

enforced by Local Authy. 57 98 6 
(3) Other premises in which 

Sec. 7 is enforced by 

Local Authy. (excluding 


outworkers premises) 2 ee ee ~ - 
63 104 6 
ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION. 
Number of Factory chimneys in the District 9) 
Observations taken during the year. 20 
Smoke nuisances discovered. Nail, 


RODENT CONTROL. 


A treatment of the Council's sewers was carried out during 
the year. 76 man—holes were baited and 27 showed pre=bait 
takes on one or more days. In addition the following 
infested properties were treated. 


Local Authority Property. Dwellinghouses. Business Prems. 
4 Ly 3 
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